me; "there, you see, we've won; if only we had staked four
thousand instead of ten, we should have won four thousand,
but, as it is, what's the good? It's all your doing, all your
doing!"
And, vexed as I felt, watching her play, I made up my mind
at last to keep quiet and to give no more advice.
Suddenly De Grieux skipped up.
The other two were close by; I noticed Mile. Blanche stand-
ing on one side with her mother, exchanging amenities with the
Prince. The General was obviously out of favour, almost
banished. Blanche would not even look at him, though he was
doing his utmost to cajole her! The poor General! He flushed
and grew pale by turns, trembled and could not even follow
Granny's play. Blanche and the Prince finally went away; the
General ran after them,
"Madame, madame," De Grieux whispered in a honeyed
voice to Granny, squeezing his way close up to her ear.
"Madame, such stakes do not answer. . . . No, no, it's
impossible . . ."he said, in broken Russian. "No!"
"How, then? Come, show me!" said Granny, turning to
him.
De Grieux babbled something rapidly in French, began
excitedly advising, said she must wait for a chance, began
reckoning some numbers. . . . Granny did not understand a
word. He kept turning to me, for me to translate; tapped the
table with his fingers, pointed; finally took a pencil and was
about to reckon something on paper. At last Granny lost
patience.
"Come, get away, get away! You keep talking nonsense!
'Madame, madame/ he doesn't understand it himself; go
away."
"Mais, madame/' De Grieux murmured, and he began once
more showing and explaining.
"Well, staJke once as he says," Granny said to me; "let us
see: perhaps it really will answer/'
All De Grieux wanted was to dissuade her from staking large
sums; he suggested that she should stake on numbers, either <
individually or collectively. I staked as he directed, a friedrich
d'or on each of the odd numbers in the first twelve and five
friedrichs d'or respectively on the groups of numbers from
twelve to eighteen and from eighteen to twenty-four, staking in
all sixteen friedrichs d'or.
The wheel turned.